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eagerly employed in this manner. La Choisie, a young man
of De Langlade’s party, of much enterprise and promise, dis-
covered the body of an English officer,richly dressed,and Philip
De Rocheblave, almost ai the same moment, claimed to have dis-
covered it, but La Choisie managed first to get hold of the well-
filled purse. Rocheblave stoutly contended for a part of the
prize, and they parted in no friendly way. The next morning
La Choisie was found assassinated, and his purse of gold miss-
ing; and while there was no evidence of De Rocheblave’s guilt,
he was strongly suspected of the erime. I know nothing further
of Philip De Rocheblave, but personally knew two of his
nephews, Pierre and Noel De Rocheblave, both engaged in the
Indian trade, and Pierre became first a clerk and then a mem-
ber of the N. W. Fur Company.

After Braddock’s repulse, I do not know whether my grand-
father returned home, or remained at Fort du Quesne to engage
in the partisan service. We find Dumas, the Commandant of
Du Quesne, giving him orders, on the 9th of August, 1756, to
go with a party of French and Indians and make a strike at
Fort Cumberland, and make discoveries whether the English
were making any movements in the direction of the Ohio; to
guard strictly against being surprised or ambuseaded ; and if
the Indians should take any prisoners, to use his best efforts to
prevent their torturing them.*

Of De Langlade’s partisan services, while at Fort du Quesne,
I can only mention one incident which he narrated to me. The
Commandant gave him orders to take a party of French and
Indians, and go to a certain part of the frontiers, and endeavor
to capture a prisoner, from whom to gain information. Reach-
ing a frontier fort, which must have been in Pennsylvania,
Maryland, or Virginia, he managed to seize a sentinel in
the night; and from him learned that an officer or paymaster

*See Dumas’ instructions, in Hon. M. L. Martin’s Address, in 1850,
before the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, p. 32. L. C. D.



